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How to prepare your students not to 

compromise in an anti-Jesus culture

Michael Burns – burnedbyGod.com 

mikeburns@burnedbyGod.com

WRITTEN QUESTIONS
 Please answer the follow questions

1. How does someone receive Salvation?

1. Write down at least one scripture pertaining to 

Salvation.

2. How many wise men came to see Jesus when he 

was a baby in the manger? 

3. What kind of fruit did Adam and Eve eat in the 

garden?

4. What are your thoughts on the current topic of 

same gender marriage?

SYSTEMATIC APOLOGETICS 1.0
 Three Standards

1. I will not to you

2. I will not break my .

3. Everything I or has your best interest at 

heart!

mailto:mikeburns@burnedbyGod.com
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SYSTEMATIC APOLOGETICS 1.0
We’ll discuss and focus on

 Story of a youth named Joseph

 Culture

 Ministry

 Postmodernism

 Student Ministry

 Systematic Apologetics ®

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0
If today's culture is right, everyone is going to 

Heaven BUT if Jesus is who he says he is, than 

a lot of people are going to get a PUNCH in the 

face laced with Truth and Reality after death.

Our Students and Truth are under attack. Tired 

of being run over or having your students run 

over by aggressive "non-believers“?  Tired of not 

knowing how to answer a question by someone 

seeking Truth? The point is not to win the debate 

or fight but to win the soul!

We've lost to much ground.  How?  Why?

1 Peter 3:15 

“Instead, you must worship Christ 

as Lord of your life. And if 

someone asks about your 

Christian hope, always be ready 

to explain it.” (NLT) – emphasis 

mine.

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0
 How to prepare your students not to 

compromise in an anti-Jesus culture
 Ministry (Great Comm.) should burst out of your, 

1. Relationship with God

2. Hearing God through Fasting and Prayer

3. Go and Do what you discern and hear

 Postmodernism 
1. We can’t ignore culture

2. We can’t aggressively attack the evils of culture
1. Trying to save the “ole days” and/or modernism

2. Aggressiveness will only divide the church further from our purpose

3. We can adopt postmodernity and embrace it to create a 
new Christianity in the image of the postmodern world.

1. Meaning, we must adopt the meaning of new words in speaking, 
writing and worship.  

2. I’m not saying the Church become postmodern because 
postmodernism believe that there is no universal truth; hence, 
there is not true gospel.  

3. Therefore a postmodern church is in danger of being an 
oxymoron and abandoning the truth claims of Christ.

1 Peter 3:15 

“Instead, you must worship Christ 

as Lord of your life. And if 

someone asks about your 

Christian hope, always be ready 

to explain it.” (NLT) – emphasis 

mine.
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SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0
 How to prepare your students not to 

compromise in an anti-Jesus culture
 Student Ministry is the same way, 

1. we must not ignore Youth, 

2. nor should we aggressively attack them but 

3. we must adopt them and embrace them showing 
them a new Christianity.

1. Meaning, we must adopt the meaning of new words in 
speaking, writing and worship.  

2. I’m not saying the Church become solely youth focused 
because youth today believe there is no universal truth; 
hence, there is not true gospel.

 They must see, feel, touch, smell, watch, and 
than they will model the Gospel Truth. 

 This comes from your revelation knowledge  

“Instead, you must worship Christ 

as Lord of your life. And if 

someone asks about your 

Christian hope, always be ready 

.” (NLT) – emphasis 

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0

 Science and/or Study of God.

 Disciple of study that seeks to understand God 

revealed in the Bible and to provide a Christian 

understanding of reality.
○ Page 17 – Christian Theology - Erickson

 To defend

 Defending Christianity in the context of an unbelieving 

and skeptical world.
○ Page 64 – The Popular Encyclopedia of Apologetics – Hindson and Caner

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0

is

1. Theologies
1. Biblical – studying God throughout Scripture

2. Historical – studying God through History

3. Philosophical – analyzing, developing and articulating 
theological  concepts

And

2. Apologetics 
COMBINED to…

Systematically explaining Christ to 
believers and non-believers Biblically, 
Historically and Philosophically.
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SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0
Theology, even the sound of that word has disadvantages.  

People seemed to be scared of it.  

,

1. Correct doctrinal beliefs are essential to the relationship 
between the believer and God.

2. Truth and Experience are related.

3. A Large number of alternatives and challenges abroad at 
the present time.  Secular alternatives abound.

,

1. How much does this writer or group know God?

2. To what extent are God's plans revealed, such as sending 
the Messiah?

3. How to in love communicate and defend Christian faith, 
both to religious competitors and from nonreligious 
ideologies?

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0

 Fulfillment of the Great Commission

 Postmodern Thinking

○ search for significance by individuals, as expressed by 
postmodernity is a reaction to the emptiness of 
modernism.

 Modernity – Renaissance to WWII and/or 1789 to 1989

 Postmodernity – after modern times

○ Why the conflict?

“It is no longer enough for you Christians to believe 
something.  We don’t accept simple belief.  You have to 
be able to explain your beliefs and defend them to a 
growing number of skeptics who do not hold your 
assumptions.  Step up to the plate, or stop trying to 
present Christianity as a valid system!”

The Popular Encyclopedia of Apologetics p. 11

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0

 Fulfillment of the Great Commission
○ Skeptics – questioning attitude towards knowledge, facts, or 

opinions/beliefs stated as facts.

○ Cynics – state of mind characterized by a general distrust of 
others' apparent motives or ambitions, or a general lack of faith 
or hope in the human race.

“In many ways, the status of systematic theology in the last years of the 
twentieth century has been paradoxical.  Whereas in the 1960s and 1970s 
systematic theology was waning, and some biblical scholars suggested that it 
could be eliminated, it has undergone a major resurgence in theological 
schools.  The bourgeoning of systematic theology texts is just one indication 
of this trend.  Yet the move away from reflective thought and toward 
experiential religion on the popular level does not augur well for the future of 
theology.  Nonetheless, the challenges to Christian faith, both form 
religious competitors and from nonreligious ideologies, mean that careful 
theological reasoning and affirmation is even more important than when 
the first edition of this book was written.”

Millard Erickson – Christian Theology p. 13
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SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0
:

 John 3:3 “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.’” (NASB)
 Why does Jesus say this?

 Genesis 2:17 “but from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it 
you will surely die.” (NASB)

 Genesis 2:22 “The LORD God fashioned into a woman the 
rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the 
man.”

 Genesis 3:
 3 “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we 

are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch 
it; if you do, you will die.’”

 4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows 
that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be 
like God, knowing both good and evil.”

 6 The woman was convinced.”

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0
While we’re in Genesis, let’s look at 

Genesis 1:27-28. (NLT)


27 So God created human beings in his own image.
In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.


28 Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and 
multiply. Fill the earth and govern it.

 Nature and/or purpose of Gender?
 Within the Marriage Covenant  – T

○ To reproduce. 

○ Enjoy one another.

 Anything outside of that is a 

1. Perversion 

2. Disobedient

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0
Principles of SYSTEMATIC APOLOGETICS 

 The not the 
discussion/debate, etc.

something you have not 
studied yourself!
 1 Peter 3:15 

○ “Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. 
And if someone asks about your Christian hope, 
always be ready to explain it.” (NLT) – emphasis 
mine.
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SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0
Colossians 3 (NLT) - Be heavenly Minded

What does with God look like?
 WHAT OIL IS COMING OUT OF YOUR LIFE? – YOUR THIN SPACES?

 Matthew 26: 36 Then Jesus went with them to the olive grove called 
Gethsemane, and he said, "Sit here while I go over there to pray.“

Challenge your students to do 3 things each week the next 
9 months,

1. Get plugged into a core Bible Study and go
1. John 21:11 

2. Get plugged into corporate Worship and go
1. Revelation 19:10

3. Get a mentor and Communicate with them 
1. Luke 10:1

How to answer skeptical questions that 

students ask?

Michael Burns – burnedbyGod.com 

mikeburns@burnedbyGod.com

WRITTEN QUESTIONS
 Please answer the follow questions

1. How does someone receive Salvation?

1. Write down at least one scripture pertaining to 

Salvation.

2. How many wise men came to see Jesus when he 

was a baby in the manger? 

3. What kind of fruit did Adam and Eve eat in the 

garden?

4. What are your thoughts on the current topic of 

same gender marriage?

mailto:mikeburns@burnedbyGod.com
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SYSTEMATIC APOLOGETICS 1.1
 Three Standards

1. I will not to you

2. I will not break my .

3. Everything I or has your best interest at 

heart!

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.0
Colossians 3 (NLT) - Be heavenly Minded

What does with God look like?
 WHAT OIL IS COMING OUT OF YOUR LIFE? – YOUR THIN SPACES?

 Matthew 26: 36 Then Jesus went with them to the olive grove called 
Gethsemane, and he said, "Sit here while I go over there to pray.“

Challenge your students to do 3 things each week the next 
9 months,

1. Get plugged into a core Bible Study and go
1. John 21:11 

2. Get plugged into corporate Worship and go
1. Revelation 19:10

3. Get a mentor and Communicate with them 
1. Luke 10:1

SYSTEMATIC APOLOGETICS 1.1
We’ll discuss and focus on

 Story of a youth named Joseph

 What we need to know about our student needs

 What Students need from us

 Revelation Knowledge vs. Communicated 

Knowledge 

 Student Culture

 Systematic Apologetics ®
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SYSTEMATIC APOLOGETICS 1.1
In Timeless Youth Ministry, Dr. Vandegriff writes, 

 Young people seek answers to life, and these are 
found only in God’s inspired revelation, the Bible.  
The Word of God will be appealed to as the final 
authority and directive for working with young people.

 Contemporary youth culture can be summed up in 
one word: fickle.  Just when we think we’ve identified 
particular trends and characters, they change.  And 
even if we get some right, adolescents would never 
admit it (it’s that independence thing).  So as adults 
we cannot be intellectually arrogant when it comes to 
this type of pertinent information.  It is privileged 
information, so to speak.  It is information that 
adolescents reluctantly yield, except to those adults 
they trust.

SYSTEMATIC APOLOGETICS 1.1
We need to know that our students
 Institutions of the home, the government, and 

the church are under devilish attack.

 Those who believe in the inspiration of Scripture 
must place themselves under its absolute 
authority and recognize the place of the home, 
the government, and the church.  

 A Christian teenager and/or a teenager on a 
spiritual journey should be under authority:

1. To his/her father and mother
 bc God placed him/her in that family

2. To his local government
 bc God constituted municipal authority

3. To his/her local church, 
 bc a lost world needs disciplined witnesses and 

young people needa place to grow.

SYSTEMATIC APOLOGETICS 1.1
Students in our Ministries need;

 US to place every gift and capacity in the 
work, and trust God for the results

Basic Principles, 

1. You must understand the Bible before you 
can teach it

2. Aims-Goals-Procedures-Methods-
Philosophy give us direction

3. Use the resources, methods, trainings, 
books, kits to develop a well oiled 
student/youth ministry team

4. Merge the Bible and Life



Michael Burns - PSSSA State Conv. 2014 Saturday, October 18, 2014

www.burnedbyGod.com 9

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.1
Theology, even the sound of that word has disadvantages.  

People seemed to be scared of it.  

,

1. Correct doctrinal beliefs are essential to the relationship 
between the believer and God.

2. Truth and Experience are related.

3. A Large number of alternatives and challenges abroad at 
the present time.  Secular alternatives abound.

,

1. How much does this writer or group know God?

2. To what extent are God's plans revealed, such as sending 
the Messiah?

3. How to in love communicate and defend Christian faith, 
both to religious competitors and from nonreligious 
ideologies?

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.1

 Fulfillment of the Great Commission

 Postmodern Thinking

○ search for significance by individuals, as expressed by 
postmodernity is a reaction to the emptiness of 
modernism.

 Modernity – Renaissance to WWII and/or 1789 to 1989

 Postmodernity – after modern times

○ Why the conflict?

“It is no longer enough for you Christians to believe 
something.  We don’t accept simple belief.  You have to 
be able to explain your beliefs and defend them to a 
growing number of skeptics who do not hold your 
assumptions.  Step up to the plate, or stop trying to 
present Christianity as a valid system!”

The Popular Encyclopedia of Apologetics p. 11

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.1

 Fulfillment of the Great Commission
○ Skeptics – questioning attitude towards knowledge, facts, or 

opinions/beliefs stated as facts.

○ Cynics – state of mind characterized by a general distrust of 
others' apparent motives or ambitions, or a general lack of faith 
or hope in the human race.

“In many ways, the status of systematic theology in the last years of the 
twentieth century has been paradoxical.  Whereas in the 1960s and 1970s 
systematic theology was waning, and some biblical scholars suggested that it 
could be eliminated, it has undergone a major resurgence in theological 
schools.  The bourgeoning of systematic theology texts is just one indication 
of this trend.  Yet the move away from reflective thought and toward 
experiential religion on the popular level does not augur well for the future of 
theology.  Nonetheless, the challenges to Christian faith, both form 
religious competitors and from nonreligious ideologies, mean that careful 
theological reasoning and affirmation is even more important than when 
the first edition of this book was written.”

Millard Erickson – Christian Theology p. 13
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SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.1
:

 John 3:3 “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.’” (NASB)
 Why does Jesus say this?

 Genesis 2:17 “but from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will 
surely die.” (NASB)

 Genesis 2:22 “The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib 
which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the 
man.”

 Genesis 3:
 3 “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we 

are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; 
if you do, you will die.’”

 4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows 
that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be 
like God, knowing both good and evil.”

 6 The woman was convinced.”

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.1
While we’re in Genesis, let’s look at 

Genesis 1:27-28. (NLT)


27 So God created human beings in his own image.
In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.


28 Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and 
multiply. Fill the earth and govern it.

 Nature and/or purpose of Gender?
 Within the Marriage Covenant  – T

○ To reproduce. 

○ Enjoy one another.

 Anything outside of that is a 

1. Perversion 

2. Disobedient

SYSTEMATICS APOLOGETICS 1.1
Principles of SYSTEMATIC APOLOGETICS 

 The not the 
discussion/debate, etc.

something you have not 
studied yourself!
 1 Peter 3:15 

○ “Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. 
And if someone asks about your Christian hope, 
always be ready to explain it.” (NLT) – emphasis 
mine.


